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Ministry of Public Health 1 background in thailand, drowning is the first leading cause of fatality among children under 15 years of age, and the fatality rate is much higher than those for other causes including infectious and non-infectious diseases (1) (2) (3) (4) . each year, nearly 1,500 children in thailand die because of drowning, or about four children per day on average (2) . the child drowning death rates per 100,000 children under 15 years of age between 1999 and 2008 ranged from 7.7 to 11.5 (5). objectives to advocate child drowning prevention in thailand. method the data were collected from many sources using both primary and secondary data such as research articles, news items, death certificates and hospital data. these were analyzed and synthesize for important issues. the information on magnitude of child drowning problem was utilized to promote mass media and other communications focusing particularly on disseminating information in conjunction with important events and those that interest people such as Songkran festival, Loy Krathong day and flood disasters. implementation of the specific measure showed the interest of executives. the information is also disseminated through regular meetings of the relevant agencies and with the participation of the private sector. operations initiated since 2007. results the Ministry of Public Health and relevant agencies established child drowning prevention measures such as formation of child drowning prevention committees, instituting a child swimming policy, designating a child drowning Prevention day, and establishing a policy that in every hospital parents who bring children to be vaccinated should be given knowledge about child drowning prevention, prepared the Survival Swimming curriculum in collaboration with expert swimming instructors from relevant agencies. the Ministry has also instituted child drowning surveillance and investigation, extent ion of model development on child drowning prevention through regional Public Health agencies, and disseminated information through mass media with support from the private sector, and promoted adjustment of the legislation related to child drowning prevention. in addition, prevention programs for children drowned in the first responder. after the implementation, the mortality rate of child drowning decreased from 11.1 in 2006 to 9.8 and 9.3 in the years 2007 and 2008 respectively.
Conclusion
Widespread information dissemination to the public should also influence executive and other relevant agencies to perceive the significance and lead to assignment of priority and the appearance of policy concerning child drowning prevention. besides, some of the specific measures had such a clear result, executives now see the importance of the measures and child drowning prevention has become a top priority national issue. acknowledgements dr.tairjing Siriphanich references
